The role of suppressors of cytokine signalling in thymopoiesis and T cell activation.
Cytokines play an essential role in mediating interactions between cells of the immune system. Suppressors of cytokine signalling proteins act to negatively regulate these cytokine signals, thereby exerting control over the expression of cytokine responsive genes. Various lines of experimental evidence suggest that two closely related members of the this family, suppressor of cytokine signalling 1 and 3, are important in the processes of T cell development, activation and homeostasis. This review outlines the principles underlying these processes and relates these to the potentially important roles played by suppressor of cytokine signalling 1 and 3.